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The definition of wetlands given by the Convention on
Wetland(The convention on the Wetland of International
Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat) on Wetland is as
follows: Wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary with
water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not
exceed six meters.

Wetlands include marshes, peatlands, meadows, lakes,
rivers, floodplains, deltas, mudflats, coral reefs, mangroves,
reservoirs, ponds and rice fields.

China joined the Convention on Wetlands in 1992 and so
far, has listed 7 sites onto the Ramsar List of Wetlands of
International Importance. They are: Zhalong National Reserve
(NNR) located in Heilongjiang Province, Xianghai NNR
located in Jilin Province, Niaodao NNR located in Qinghai
Province, Poyang Lake NNR located in Jiangxi Province, East
Dongying Lake NNR located in Hunan Province,
Dongzhaigang NNR located in Hainan Province, and Mai Po
and Inner Deep Bay located in the Hong Kong Special
Administration Region. Moreover, nearly 200 wetlands in
China fulfill the Ramsar criteria for being listed as a Wetlands
of International Importance and so have the potential to be
registered as Ramsar Sites.
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Pesticides and Birds Campaign

Some pesticides can, and do, Kill birds - songbirds,
gamebirds, raptors, sea and shorebirds, among others. 672
million birds are directly exposed each year by pesticides on
farms alone - according to one conservative estimate - and 10%
of these, or roughly 67 million birds, die. According to the US
Fish & Wildlife Service, approximately 50 pesticides currently
used in the US have caused bird die-offs.

Bluebirds, Mourning Doves, Red-tailed Hawks, Pintails,
Horned Larks, American Kestrels, Franklin Gulls, Cattle Egrets,
Cedar Waxwings, Green-winged Teals, Lesser Yellowlegs,
Downy Woodpeckers, Carolina Wrens, Short-eared Owls,
Chipping Sparrows, Dickcissels, American Crows, Killdeers,
and Bald Eagles are just a few of the birds identified as victims
of exposure to pesticides. Repeated exposure to some pesticides
has led to sublethal effects such as eggshell thinning, reduced
ability to maintain weight, and decreased care of young in a
variety of species.

Our ability to estimate when, how and how readily a
particular pesticide might harm birds or other wildlife species is
far from perfect. Some pesticides are much more toxic to birds
than to other species—diazinon is 100 times more acutely toxic
to birds than mammals, for example. A pesticide’ s toxicity can
also vary greatly between one bird species and another.

The US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has
documented over 1100 incidents of bird kills----many including
hundreds of individual birds----attributable to pesticide use.
Across the country another 200 databases of varying size and
scope exist with varying levels of information on bird Kills,
some attributed to pesticides. No centralized database has been
created to sift and store this scattered information. Many
believe these data, while valuable, provide only a glimpse of
the total number of actual bird Kills.

Birds, like most wildlife, are incredibly mobile and
impossible to restrict from areas where pesticides are used.
When birds do die from pesticide exposure or other causes,
their carcasses are not easily detected. Private and public lands
on which pesticides are used are not always easily accessed,;
monitoring efforts for such incidents are generally lacking.
Field studies have shown that even trained field personnel may
have difficulty locating dead birds. Up to 62 to 92 percent of
bird carcasses are scavenged by predators within 24 hours, and
those that remain are often camouflaged or hidden in dense
underbrush. As a result, scientists liken the number of known
pesticide kills to the tiny tip of an enormous iceberg. In 1999,
numerous raptor deaths, including bald eagles and at least one
Peregrine falcon, deaths of songbirds, ground-nesting birds and
waterfowl in the US, Canada and South America have been
reported and attributed to pesticides. Many of these cases are
under investigation but many others may have never been
detected.

In response to continuing pesticide-related bird Kkills
throughout the Americas and a paucity of information and
action on the issue, some organizations in US such as the
American Bird Conservancy have established the Pesticides &
Birds Campaign.

The Campaign’s mission is to reduce wild birds’ risk of
exposure to pesticides that can be proven to have lethal and
sublethal effects when used according to law and accepted
practice. Initial efforts will better define when, how and to what

degree specific pesticide pose risks to birds and reduce birds’
exposure to most hazardous pesticides. Strategies include
developing and supporting necessary basic science; improving
regulatory, evaluative and monitoring frameworks; engaging
the public and other non-profit organizations in the issue by
serving as an information and advocacy hub; and, when

necessary, working to  cancel N _ AMERICAN
registrations of the most dangerous BirD
pesticides. CONSERVANCY

For more information: http://www.abcbirds.org
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