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Bird Glossary (A-E)

abdomen Ventral part of the bird. Synonym: belly. alula Three
feathers springing from the base of the primaries. Synonym:
alular quills.alular quill coverts Feathers overlying the bases
of alula. alular quills Three feathers springing from the base of
the primaries. Synonym: alula. auricular Area around ear
opening. Synonym(s): ear patch, ear coverts. axillary Ventral
area between the body and the wing. Synonym: wingpit. back
Dorsal part of the bird. belly Ventral part of the bird. Synonym:
abdomen. bill Beak. body Main mass of the bird as
distinguished from its appendages. breast Front part of the
chest. breast band Stripe across the breast. breast spot Small,
differently colored area on the breast. cap Top of the crown.
cere Fleshy area between the beak and face. cheek Area
bounded by lore, eye, auricular, and lower mandible. chest
Front part of the body. chin Part of the face below the bill.
cloaca The single opening in birds used for both reproduction
and excrement. cloacal kiss Term used to describe copulation.
collar Rear portion of crown. Synonym(s): nape, hindneck.
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comb Colored area over eye found in males. commissure Base
of the bill where the mandibles join. Synonym(s): gape, rictus.
crest Tuft on the head. crissum Feathers covering underside of
base of tail. Synonym: undertail coverts crown Top of the head.
culmen Upper ridge on bill. dihedral Wings of a flying bird
held at an angle appearing to form a "V." ear patch Area
around ear opening. Synonym: auricular. ears Rounded, earlike
areas on the face. Synonym: facial discs. eye Organ of sight.
eye line Line of feathers in front of and behind the eye. eye
ring Pale-colored feathers encircling the eye. eyebrow Line of
feathers above the eye. Synonym(s): supercilium, superciliary
line. eyelid Skin-fold covering the eye.
Author: Gregory Gough
With minor additions by Peter Thayer
For more information: http://www.birding.com

Bird Identification( I )----Whole Body
Field guides are books with pictures and descriptions of the
birds. You will soon learn that many of the birds you see just
can't be identified with 100% certainty. But with practice, you
should at least be able to narrow your ID down to the correct
family--was it a Sparrow or a Thrush? You are about to
discover that birders seem to have given a name to every inch
on a bird's body. Do you know where to find a bird's wing bars,
primaries, and malar stripe? These diagrams will help:

crown

median coverts-
breas! -

alula

grealer primary coverts

__upperiail-coveris

ungedan-coverts
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