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Saving Migratory Birds

Migrating birds need WATER, FOOD and SHELTER.
Whatever size your property -- and your budget -- you can help
meet their needs and enliven your yard. These are some of the
ways you can provide, water, food and shelter in the natural
surroundings of your yard.
WATER: Birds need water for drinking and bathing. If your
resources are unlimited, you can add a pond to your landscape.
Short of that, you can buy a bird bath or put a shallow dish of
water in your yard. A large plastic plant saucer works well.
Here are some things to remember.The water should be less
than 2" deep, at least in part, so the birds can bathe. Birds will
drink at ground level, but putting their water up on a pedestal or
stump, or hanging it from a tree limb, gives them a better view
of predators. A quick escape route from predators -- such as an
overhanging branch or a nearby bush -- is essential. The water
should always be clean; regular scrubbing is required.Ponds
should be placed in sunny locations, bird baths in shady
ones.Birds are attracted to running water. If you can, hand a
dripping hose or bucket over the water source, and conserve
water with a recirculating pump.
FOOD: Birds need a variety of foods depending on the season.
Migratory birds arrive with the first spring caterpillars, and find
them a succulent source of protein. Berries provide
carbohydrates and fats, especially in the late summer and fall.
Try to plant a wide variety of fruiting and flowering plants,
plants that bloom or bear fruit from early spring through late
fall. Include plants that attract insects. Oaks, hickories and
maples are good choices, as well as any type of rotting
wood.Go native. Native plants are well-adapted to local soils
and climates and require less water, fertilizer and pest control.
The also offer the best overall food sources, and birds will help
to disperse their seeds.
SHELTER: Shelter includes nesting places that protect birds
from predators such as hawks and cats, and from harsh weather.
Evergreen trees, shrubs and thick brush piles provide good
cover.
HOW TO START: Figure out what you have and what you
want. Map your yard on graph paper, and have your soil tested,
before you change the landscape. Reduce the size of your lawn.
Lawns are of little use to wildlife and they require extra water,
fertilizer and pesticides. Cluster plants, taking into account
their full-grown size and need for light. Value trees, including
some dead trees, and take a long-range view. Some small,
quickly accomplished projects such as adding a bird bath to the
garden will make a big difference, but landscaping for wildlife
can become a rewarding, life-long project.

from Saving Migratory Birds: A Project for the Private
Landowner, by Jamie K. Doyle, Bird Conservation Specialist,
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center

Copyright 2002 www.birding.com. All rights reserved

AMNAZRERRRERERES

I I ILITT ) B BN A AL HFFANINEE
5, FEHZ G, NIRRT, B2 IEX, HETH,
FLARIER L 1907 o

'

BATRIFIN KA 224 ST A TR el HL 7 T 2R
S RITE O, BURIZAME DL RS R BUR SO e 4
S, WPRFFE SO SRR THEAT IR AT, JFInAZ AL B, DATRRL
TS MR

FUR, 525 B o [ ORI N RAAEZ R AR Pz
SIMBNY), HZ, WZHITIE AL NGO T B 51
ST RS, TIRAE KRR B REZS . VR AR, TR
REIXPR AL T IXHE )™ RO L2 AT

5 H 4 H, CWlhigpiak) 2, FRMNR% bR (5tar
2T KA, RIS O AT TS BT
AT, 3955 T VF 2 W B AR a4 B (008 1 81,
LS, A7 A MR BT, BarkLE, (R
TAATHR . BERAEE N, IXAERIAT 9 AT AL . HIX
AMRIE ISR RETT T o0 8 A, S IR0 R R 14
RAFFHIFET, AHPH ) JETT 5 S B 4T
gy, KRR T (BT ) ANHAFIRAE SN LA I 8
MRS, P AE RIS RN, AR T Wi o . B0 Hi%
FERTINNRE o TRIN RN, KB AE TN K%
JU AR ) A, B L, ABTIANBE 2 AR BOxE, R
AN IEAE AL /NS Z1T, A6 5 ] 1 H TR SEHig kR
HRINATE), 184 B VF 2 NIRIEAL R I ) 5 APF 2 1
&, Wik, K, 5 1 5 Hy (WERIER) id#
BOCHEVE T IR MOE AT 0, WA SGHR T LKA AR
HARMEF 2S5, 2, 5 5 H4R, HEAELILRX
FHF RAERTIOGE R, 9RF BER MG RS, #02
3 SB0J5 R AR B S LR S R R T, AN S Db
o IR 10 0 U R A 25 SR AR M PR I 2 el BT
Ky R RBEAAE TR MR AR D 7, A A Uit IR L
05 UL SRR 2 el e R R ) o i U, BIAE, P L T
BFR T — M A S S D5 R 95N BRI i A
Bef s Az id, Bl A NAT & o XAMGOLERATTARE
e, ARRZIEHEATITED, LA Ll Sy Kb, BlAe
DA T WA OLESE, A il 24 b A EJh
Il S AR AR 2 e S Foft LT L 0 i e A 2 PR AT 0 th 23 ]
R BATA N, HERA U NSRS, 2 sh P &3
(IRl BRI NEBATAEAT BT, BATBAT B ik e
1o AR R DAFRE L, s il FERRAE A AL,
SRAE A B A S 4 B el AR R e ), BUEAT 28 A IR
PG, T2 AT AR AER AR N 2R AT ORI 24 L AR
FIAR N O, Ny [ 50 e, R, 75 SR
WilE], REITRATE), AL SR A7 ZEYOH 192K,
AP E NI LB S NPT Py A0, AR
T 300 2 5 A ARARIX I, 5 RO T S0 2,
WA LR o AE R — R RAE A BE, TR R
ERIAK AR, B SRIRT, MIBEA A TR
BHBEANAATE RN SEF A, WA DERE, T
FOEIRIMRARIRAAT Y ot A, FATNEE S, 1LI50
LGBl B S B, VF 2 7 RO AT IR, A
BATLE R AT AT AR SR M I B AT A AL

FRATTR I [R5 G T L AR AT T B AU ARAT A  FRATT P
SRR A IRAN AT Z 10 52T R 1A AT !

chinabirding@hotmail.com

China Bird Watch 10

Ym4E: S Edited by Ma Zhao ‘



